
English Proficiency Test for Aviation Guidebook

Published as of August 1, 2026

* This guide has been comprehensively prepared for applicants based on the Aviation

Safety Act and other relevant regulations. In the event of any discrepancy between this

guide and the applicable regulations, the regulations shall prevail.

* A detailed EPTA guide and sample test program may be downloaded from the
Resources section of the website. (link : https://lic.kotsa.or.kr/airtest/html.do?menu_idx=76)
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□ Overview of the English Proficiency Test for Aviation (EPTA)

   ¡ EPTA administration : Staff members in charge at the Airmen Licensing Department

      - EPTA : 02-3151-1506, 1508

      - Verification of foreign English proficiency : 02-3151-1515

* In-person consultations for verification of foreign qualifications must be arranged in advance

with the staff member in charge.

   ¡ Persons Subject to EPTA (Article 45 of the Aviation Safety Act)

      - The EPTA applies to persons intending to engage in any of the following duties:

    1. Controlling the flight of an aircraft operating between at least two 

countries;

    2. Air traffic control services for an aircraft operating between 2 or more 

countries;

    3. Radio communications on an aircraft operating between at least two 

countries among aeronautical communications referred to in Article 53 of 

the Airport Facilities Act.

   ¡ Types of EPTA

Qualification 

/ Test Type

Eligible Personnel / 

Condition

Eligibility 

Requirement
Rating / Validity

Test for Level 

5 or below Pilots, air traffic controllers 

(aerodrome, area, approach) 

Aeronautical radio operators

None

Levels 1–3: Not permitted 

to engage in international 

aviation operations 

Level 4 : valid for 3 years 

Level 5 : valid for 6 years

Level 6

Must hold a valid Level 

5 rating of the relevant 

type

Level 6: permanent

       * The Level 6-only Test determines only whether the applicant qualifies for Level 6.

   ¡ EPTA Certificate

     - For persons intending to engage in duties specified in Article 45(1)(1) or (2) 

of the Aviation Safety Act, an airman certificate is issued showing the EPTA 

rating and its validity period.

        * The EPTA rating and validity period are indicated on the back of the 

airman certificate.

     - Persons who do not engage in the duties specified in Article 45(1)(1) or (2) 

of the Aviation Safety Act are issued an EPTA Certificate.
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   ¡ Airman Certificate

      (One bilingual certificate issued in Korean and English; hologram patch applied)

<Example of an Airman Certificate issued on or after June 8, 2022>
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   ¡ EPTA Examination Process

Level 5 or 

Below
Level 6-Only

-

Obtaining 

Level 5 

Qualification

- The Level 6-Only Test may be registered for only after obtaining 

a Level 5 qualification for the relevant qualification type

▼ ▼

Test Registration

- Register in person or through the website and pay the applicable test fee

- Select the test type

- Select the test location, date, and time

▼

Taking the Test

- Level 5 or Below (CBT): Seoul 

- Level 6-Only Test (Face-to-Face Interview): The number of applicants 

is limited depending on interviewer availability

※ If an applicant already has a registered test, re-registration is 

available after 18:00 on the test date

However, no refund is available for a test that has already been 

conducted, regardless of the test result.

▼

Announcement of Test 

Results

- Results are announced two weeks after the test date

  (Results are announced at 18:00)

▼

Application for Certificate 

Issuance

- The certificate is reissued with the English proficiency test result 

recorded on the certificate

- Apply in person or through the website and pay the applicable fee

- Photograph (required), medical examination certificate, etc

- Apply in person or through the website and pay the applicable fee

▼

Receipt of Certificate

- In person: Collect the certificate directly

- Online: The certificate is sent by registered mail. (Delivery takes at 

least two days.)
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□ EPTA Examination Information

   ¡ Registration Period (Article 99 of the Enforcement Regulations of the Aviation 

Safety Act)

* Test dates and registration periods may change depending on circumstances.
      - Registration contact: 02-3151-1506

      - Registration opening date: December 17, 2025

      - Registration deadline: Level 5 or below — two days before the test date; 

Level 6 — six days before the test date

      - Registration opening time: 20:00 on the opening date

      - Registration closing time: 23:59 on the closing date

      - Changes to registration: To change the test date or location, cancel the 

existing registration and register again.

      - Capacity limit: The number of applicants is limited according to the 

available capacity.

        ·  Level 5 or below (CBT) : 

           [Seoul] — maximum 10 applicants per session (10 operational booths and 1 

standby booth)

           [Daegu] — maximum 3 applicants per session (3 operational booths).

        · Level 6-only (face-to-face): daily capacity is limited according to the number 

of applicants that one interviewer can accommodate.

      - Eligibility for the Level 6-only Test: Only applicants holding a valid Level 5 

rating of the relevant type at the time of the test may take the test.

        * Purpose: To provide every applicant with a fair opportunity to take the test.

        * Other: If an applicant already has a registered test, re-registration is 

possible after 18:00 on the test date.

   ¡ Registration Method 

      - Online: TS Korea Transportation Safety Authority website — Airman Qualification Test page

                 (Link : https://lic.kotsa.or.kr/airtest/main.do)
      - In person: Aviation Qualification Division office (weekdays 09:00–18:00) 

        * Address: 3rd Floor, 15 Guryong-gil, Mapo-gu, Seoul (Sangam-dong 1733)

      - Payment methods: Online — credit card or bank transfer; in person — credit card or cash

   ¡ Test Fees (Article 321 and Appendix 47 of the Enforcement Regulations of the 

Aviation Safety Act)

Test Type Fee (VAT included) Remarks

Level 5 or below KRW 123,000 -

Level 6-only KRW 123,000 -

   ¡ Refund Policy (Article 321 of the Enforcement Regulations of the Aviation Safety Act)

      - Refunds are available when the fee was overpaid, the test cannot be 

conducted due to reasons attributable to the Authority, or the applicant 

cancels the registration within the refund period.
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Refund Period

   · Level 5 or below: until 23:59 two days before the test date, or within the applicable registration 

period. Example: test on January 10 → refund deadline January 8 at 23:59.

    · Level 6-only: until 23:59 six days before the test date, or within the applicable registration period. 

Example: test on January 10 → refund deadline January 4 at 23:59.

      - Refund amount: 100% of the fee

      - Refund timing: immediately upon application; actual receipt of the refund 

may take 5–6 days depending on the card issuer or bank

   ¡ Refund Method

      - Refund contact: 02-3151-1500

      - Refund location: TS National Qualification Test website — Airman Qualification 

page

      - Refund deadline: 23:59 on the refund deadline date

      - Refund menu: [Application / Inquiry] → [English Proficiency Test] → 

[Registration Confirmation]

      - Procedure: Applicant submits refund request online → Authority processes 

immediate refund in the system → Authority requests cancellation of the 

payment transaction from the payment system provider → Bank/payment 

provider confirms cancellation → Applicant confirms actual refund.

   ¡ Test Subjects and Scope (Article 13(1) and Appendix 4 of the EPTA Implementation 

Guidelines)

Test Test Area

Level 5 or

below (CBT)

PART1

Task A
Readback / confirmation in response to a

communication

Task B
Listening to and responding to short

communications

PART2

Task A
Listening to and responding to

continuous / complex communications

Task B
Role-play involving abnormal /

emergency situations

Task C
Exchanging opinions related to Part 2

Task B

Level 6

(Interview)

PART1

- Self-introduction
Task A Role-play

Task B
Summarizing a communication situation after

listening to it

PART2
Task A Describing a picture / photograph
Task B Leading an explanation and discussion
Task C Discussion
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   ¡ Test Locations

      - Seoul Test Site: Aviation Qualification Division, 15 Guryong-gil, Mapo-gu, Seoul

      - Daegu Test Site: Air Traffic Management Office, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure 

and Transport, 50-12 Maeyeo-ro 1-gil, Dong-gu, Daegu

   ¡ Test Administration Method (Article 99 of the Enforcement Regulations of the 

Aviation Safety Act)

      - Administration contact: 02-3151-1506

      - Method: Level 5 or below — computer-based CBT; Level 6 — face-to-face 

interview

      -  Number of questions: Level 5 or below — 30–33 questions; Level 6-only — divided 

into five sections

      - Test duration: Level 5 or below — up to approximately 50 minutes; Level 6-only 

— up to approximately 30 minutes

        * In the Level 5 or below CBT, each item may be replayed once, subject 

to the total 50-minute time limit

      - Start times: Level 5 or below — 09:30, 11:00, 13:30, 15:30; Level 6-only 

— individually assigned

  ¡ Restrictions and Handling of Cheating

      - Applicants arriving after the scheduled test start time are not permitted to 

take the test

      - An applicant who leaves the test room without authorization during the test 

may not re-enter and the test will be terminated

      - Any applicant who cheats or fails to comply with test instructions or the 

directions of the test supervisor will be immediately removed and the test 

invalidated. The applicant will be prohibited from taking qualification tests 

administered by the Authority for the following two years

   ¡ Announcement of Results (Articles 99 and 100 of the Enforcement Regulations 

of the Aviation Safety Act)

      - Announcement method: Score report and results are available through the website

      - Announcement time: 18:00, 14 days after the test date

      - Rating criteria: Individual ratings and detailed ratings are determined in 

accordance with Appendix 2 of Article 16 of the EPTA Implementation 

Guidelines

      - Cancellation of a pass: A pass obtained through fraudulent means will be cancelled

      - Validity : 
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Rating Result Validity Validity Commencement

Level 1 Fail -

1. For a first-time applicant (including a person whose previous 

EPTA validity has expired): date of notification of passing

2. For a person holding Level 4 or 5 who passes a new EPTA within 

the final 6 months of the existing validity period: the day after the 

existing certificate expires

Level 2 Fail -

Level 3 Fail -

Level 4 Pass 3 years

Level 5 Pass 6 years

Level 6 Pass Permanent
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□ Issuance of the EPTA Certificate and Exemption Procedures

   ¡ Issuance of the EPTA Certificate (Article 100 of the Enforcement Regulations of the 

Aviation Safety Act)

      - Issuance contact: 02-3151-1500

      - Fee: KRW 11,000 (VAT included; postage charged separately)

      - Application period: After final results are announced (online: 24 hours; in person: 

during business hours)

      - Application location

        ․ Online: TS National Qualification Test website

        ․ In person: Aviation Qualification Division office (weekdays 09:00–18:00)

         * Address: 3rd Floor, 15 Guryong-gil, Mapo-gu, Seoul (Sangam-dong 1733)

      - Payment methods: Online — credit card or bank transfer; in person — credit 

card or cash

      - Processing time: Online — 2–3 days; in person — 10–20 minutes

      - Cancellation: Online cancellation is not available. For cancellation by 

telephone, contact 02-3151-1506, the qualification issuance officer

      - Responsibilities: The Authority is responsible for issuance; the applicant is 

responsible for the application, postal delivery, collection by proxy, and 

confirmation of receipt

After confirming the EPTA result (rating), applicants who reissue their airman certificate (pilot or 

air traffic controller) will receive a certificate showing the extended validity period of the English 

proficiency rating.

   ¡ Exemption Procedure for Persons Holding an EPTA Certificate Issued by a 

Foreign Government (Article 45(5) of the Aviation Safety Act)

      - Exemption contact: 02-3151-1515

      - Application method: Attach the EPTA certificate issued by the foreign 

government through TS National Qualification Test → My Page → Manage 

My Certificates, then apply by telephone or in person

      - Renewal restriction: Renewal is restricted until the validity of the foreign 

certificate has been verified

       ※ The time required for verification varies depending on when the foreign 

government responds; it may take from several days to several weeks


