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□ Procedure for Personnel Licensing (PEL)

 * An application for examination eligibility must be submitted before registering 

for the practical test, regardless of whether the applicant has passed the 

knowledge test.

   

- Apply in person or 

online

- Upload scanned copies 

of supporting documents

Application 

for 

Examination 

Eligibility

Knowledge 

Test 

Registration

- Register in person or online and 

pay the applicable fee

- Select the test location, date, and time

▼ ▼

- Review of whether the 

legal requirements are met

- Processing takes at 

least three days

Eligibility 

Review

Take the 

Knowledge 

Test

- Computer-based test (CBT)

▼ ▼

- Eligibility is granted 

after document verification

Eligibility 

Granted

Results 

Announced

- Results are provided immediately 

after the test

  (Official results are available on the 

website after 18:00)

▼ ▼

Skill Test Registration

- Register in person or online and 

pay the applicable fee

- Select the test date

▼

Take the Skill Test

▼

Results Announced
- Results are announced at 18:00 on 

the test date

▼

Application for License 

Issuance

- Apply in person or online and pay 

the applicable fee

- Upload a photograph (required) 

and an medical assessment

▼

Receipt of License
- Receive the license in person or 

by mail
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□ Contact Information

   ¡ Pilot Licenses (PPL, CPL, MPL, ATPL) : 02-3151-1515

   ¡ Aircraft Maintenance Mechanic License : 02-3151-1511

   ¡ Airtraffic Controller Licenses : 02-3151-1509

   ¡ Flight Dispatcher Licenses : 02-3151-1502

   ¡ Conversion or Validation of a Foreign License : 02-3151-1515

   ¡ Knowledge and Skill Tests : 02-3151-1500

   ¡ License Issuance : 02-3151-1500

   ¡ Website : https://lic.kotsa.or.kr/airtest/main.do

   * You can also contact us at airtest@kotsa.or.kr

   ¡ Office : Guryoung-gil 3rd floor, Mapo-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea

□ Age Requirement

   ¡ Private pilot : 17 years of age (where the certification of qualification of a private pilot 

is limited to a glider under Article 37, 16 years of age)

   ¡ Commercial pilot, Multi-crew pilot, Flight navigator, Flight engineer, Air traffic 

controller(Student / Non-ICAO), or Aircraft maintenance technician : 18 years of age

   ¡ Airline transport pilots, Certified Air traffic controllers(ICAO License), and Flight 

dispatchers: 21 years of age

□ Knowledge Test

   ¡ Pilot

License Type Subject Scope

Airline Transport 

Pilot 

(5 Subjects)

Air law
a. Domestic Air laws and regulations

b. International Air laws and regulations

Flight Theory

a. Pilotage, Dead Reckoning, and Radio Navigation

b. General Knowledge of Celestial Navigation

c. Principles, Specifications, Functions, and Operating

procedures of Navigation Instruments

d. Specifications, Functions, and Use of Air Navigation

Facilities

e. Interpretation and Use of Aeronautical Charts

f. Flight Procedures in the Event of an Aircraft

Emergency or Distress

g. General Knowledge of Human Factors Relevant to

Airline Transport Pilots

Air Navigation

a. Fundamentals and types of navigation

b. Types, functions, and use of navigation aids

c. Principles, types, functions, and use of aircraft 

navigation equipment

d. Flight procedures for each phase of operation,
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including flight preparation, ground operations, takeoff, 

climb, cruise, descent, and landing, as well as 

emergency response procedures

e. Knowledge and application of human performance

relevant to airline transport pilots, including the principles 

of threat and error management (TEM)

Meteorology

a. General meteorology, including the structure of the

Earth's atmosphere, heat, and temperature

b. Knowledge of the following meteorological topics:

  1) Atmospheric pressure and altimetry

  2) Weather charts, winds, and clouds

  3) Air masses and fronts

  4) Turbulence, icing, and thunderstorms

  5) Tropical, Arctic, and space weather

c. Knowledge of aeronautical meteorological observation 

and analysis

d. Knowledge of aeronautical weather forecasting

e. Knowledge of meteorological observation equipment,

including weather radar

f. Knowledge of other weather conditions affecting

aircraft operations

Air Traffic, 

Communications, and 

Aeronautical Information 

Services

a. General knowledge of air traffic control services

b. Distress, emergency, and urgency communication

methods and procedures

c. General knowledge of aeronautical communications

d. Knowledge of aeronautical information services,

including the Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) 

and NOTAMs

Commercial Pilot 

(5 Subjects)

Air law
a. Domestic Air laws and regulations

b. International Air laws and regulations

Flight Theory

a. Theories and knowledge of flight, including principles 

of flight and aerodynamics

b. Knowledge of aircraft structures and systems

c. Knowledge of aircraft performance

d. Knowledge of aircraft center of gravity and balance

e. General knowledge of aircraft instruments and other 

equipment

Air Navigation

a. Fundamentals and types of navigation

b. Types, functions, and use of navigation aids

c. Principles, types, functions, and use of aircraft

navigation equipment

d. Flight procedures for each phase of operation,

including flight preparation, ground operations, takeoff, 

climb, cruise, descent, and landing, as well as 

emergency response procedures

e. Knowledge and application of human performance

relevant to commercial pilots, including the principles of 

threat and error management (TEM)

Meteorology

a. General meteorology, including the structure of the

Earth's atmosphere, heat, and temperature

b. Knowledge of the following meteorological topics:
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   1) Atmospheric pressure and altimetry

   2) Weather charts, winds, and clouds

   3) Air masses and fronts

   4) Turbulence, icing, and thunderstorms

   5) Tropical, Arctic, and space weather

c. Knowledge of aeronautical meteorological observation 

and analysis

d. Knowledge of aeronautical weather forecasting

e. Knowledge of meteorological observation equipment,

including weather radar

f. Knowledge of other weather conditions affecting 

aircraft operations

Air Traffic, 

Communications, and 

Aeronautical Information 

Services

a. General knowledge of air traffic control services

b. Distress, emergency, and urgency communication

methods and procedures

c. General knowledge of aeronautical communications

d. Knowledge of aeronautical information services,

including the Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) 

and NOTAMs

Private Pilot 

(5 Subjects)

Air law
a. Domestic Air laws and regulations

b. International Air laws and regulations

Flight Theory

a. Theories and knowledge of flight, including principles 

of flight and aerodynamics

b. Knowledge of aircraft structures and systems

c. Knowledge of aircraft performance

d. Knowledge of aircraft center of gravity and balance

e. General knowledge of aircraft instruments and other 

equipment

Air Navigation

a. Fundamentals and types of navigation

b. Types, functions, and use of navigation aids

c. Principles, types, functions, and use of aircraft 

navigation equipment

d. Flight procedures for each phase of operation, 

including flight preparation, ground operations, takeoff, 

climb, cruise, descent, and landing, as well as 

emergency response procedures

e. Knowledge and application of human performance 

relevant to private pilots, including the principles of 

threat and error management (TEM)

Meteorology

a. General meteorology, including the structure of the 

Earth's atmosphere, heat, and temperature

b. Knowledge of the following meteorological topics:

   1) Atmospheric pressure and altimetry

   2) Weather charts, winds, and clouds

   3) Air masses and fronts

   4) Turbulence, icing, and thunderstorms

   5) Tropical, Arctic, and space weather

c. Knowledge of aeronautical meteorological observation 

and analysis

d. Knowledge of aeronautical weather forecasting

e. Knowledge of meteorological observation equipment, 

including weather radar

f. Knowledge of other weather conditions affecting 



- 6 -

     
        * The Air law examination is available in English; all other subjects are offered only in Korean.

   ¡ Aircraft Maintenance Mechanic

aircraft operations

Air Traffic, 

Communications, and 

Aeronautical Information 

Services

a. General knowledge of air traffic control services

b. Distress, emergency, and urgency communication

methods and procedures

c. General knowledge of aeronautical communications

d. Knowledge of aeronautical information services,

including the Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) 

and NOTAMs

Type Rating 

(1 Subject)
Applicable Type Rating

Knowledge required to perform pilot duties on the 

applicable aircraft type

 Instrument Rating
(1 Subject)

 Instrument Rating

a. Air laws and regulations applicable to instrument flight

b. Dead reckoning and radio navigation

c. Aircraft instruments (overview)

d. Meteorology (overview)

e. Aviation weather reports

f. Flight planning for instrument flight operations

g. General knowledge of aeronautical communications

h. General knowledge of human factors relevant to

instrument flight operations

Flight Instructor 

Rating Junior 

(1 Subject)

Flight Instructor Rating 

Junior

a. Air laws and regulations related to flight instruction

b. Procedures for conducting flight instruction

c. Methods for preventing hazards and accidents

d. First aid

e. General knowledge of human factors related to flight 

instruction

f. Specialized knowledge of flight

License Type Subject Scope

Aircraft Maintenance 

Mechanic – Aircraft 

Category Rating

(5 Subjects)

Air law Air laws and regulations required for the applicable duties

General Maintenance

a. Knowledge of general maintenance theory and

calculation of an aircraft's center-of-gravity position

b. Knowledge of human performance related to aircraft

maintenance, including the principles of threat and error 

management (TEM)

Airframe

Knowledge of the strength, structure, performance, and 

maintenance of aircraft airframes, including rotor systems 

in the case of helicopters

Aircraft Powerplant

Knowledge of the structure, performance, and 

maintenance of aircraft powerplants, and knowledge of 

aircraft fuels and lubricants

Electronics, Electrical 

Systems, and 

Instruments (Basic)

Knowledge of the structure, performance, and 

maintenance of aircraft equipment, including electronics, 

electrical systems, and instruments

Aircraft Maintenance 

Mechanic – 

Maintenance Field 

Rating (Electronics, 

Electrical Systems, 

Air law Air laws and regulations required for the applicable duties

General Maintenance

a. Knowledge of general maintenance theory and 

calculation of an aircraft's center-of-gravity position

b. Knowledge of human performance related to aircraft 
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        * The Air law examination is available in English; all other subjects are offered only in Korean.

   ¡ Air Traffic Controller

   
        * The Air law examination is available in English; all other subjects are offered only in Korean.

and Instruments)

maintenance, including the principles of threat and error 

management (TEM)

Electronics, Electrical 

Systems, and 

Instruments (Basic)

Knowledge of the structure and performance of aircraft 

equipment, including electronics, electrical systems, and 

instruments

Electronics, Electrical 

Systems, and 

Instruments (Advanced)

Advanced knowledge of the structure, performance 

testing, maintenance, and modification of aircraft 

electronics, electrical systems, and instruments

License Type Subject Scope

Student Air Traffic 

Controller

(5 Subjects)

Air law
a. Domestic Air laws and regulations

b. International Air laws and regulations

Air Traffic Control - 

General

a. General knowledge of flight planning, air traffic control

clearances, and the performance of aircraft airframes, 

engines, and systems related to air traffic services

b. Area control procedures

c. Approach control procedures

d. Aerodrome control procedures

e. Radar control procedures

f. Knowledge and application of human performance

relevant to air traffic controllers, including the principles 

of threat and error management (TEM)

Navigation Aids

a. Types, performance, and use of navigation aids

b. Interpretation of aeronautical charts

c. General knowledge of air navigation

d. Principles and use of navigation instruments

Meteorology

a. General meteorology, including the structure of the 

Earth's atmosphere, heat, and temperature

b. Knowledge of the following meteorological topics:

   1) Atmospheric pressure and altimetry

   2) Weather charts, winds, and clouds

   3) Air masses and fronts

   4) Turbulence, icing, and thunderstorms

   5) Tropical, Arctic, and space weather

c. Knowledge of aeronautical meteorological observation 

and analysis

d. Knowledge of aeronautical weather forecasting

e. Knowledge of meteorological observation equipment,

including weather radar

f. Knowledge of other meteorological conditions required 

for air traffic control

Air Traffic, 

Communications, and 

Aeronautical 

Information Services

a. General knowledge of air traffic control services

b. Distress, emergency, and urgency communication

methods and procedures

c. General knowledge of aeronautical communications

d. Knowledge of aeronautical information services,

including the Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) 

and NOTAMs
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   ¡ Flight Dispatcher

       * The Air law examination is available in English; all other subjects are offered only in Korean.

License Type Subject Scope

Flight Dispatcher

(5 Subjects)

Air law
a. Domestic Air laws and regulations

b. International Air laws and regulations

Air Traffic Control - 

General

a. General knowledge of flight planning, air traffic control 

clearances, and the performance of aircraft airframes, 

engines, and systems related to air traffic services

b. Area control procedures

c. Approach control procedures

d. Aerodrome control procedures

e. Radar control procedures

f. Knowledge and application of human performance

relevant to air traffic controllers, including the principles 

of threat and error management (TEM)

Air Navigation Facilities

a. Types, performance, and use of navigation aids

b. Interpretation of aeronautical charts

c. General knowledge of air navigation

d. Principles and use of navigation instruments

Meteorology

a. General meteorology, including the structure of the 

Earth's atmosphere, heat, and temperature

b. Knowledge of the following meteorological topics:

   1) Atmospheric pressure and altimetry

   2) Weather charts, winds, and clouds

   3) Air masses and fronts

   4) Turbulence, icing, and thunderstorms

   5) Tropical, Arctic, and space weather

c. Knowledge of aeronautical meteorological observation

and analysis

d. Knowledge of aeronautical weather forecasting

e. Knowledge of meteorological observation equipment,

including weather radar

f. Knowledge of other meteorological conditions required 

for air traffic control

Aeronautical 

Communications

a. General knowledge of air traffic control services

b. Distress, emergency, and urgency communication

methods and procedures

c. General knowledge of aeronautical communications

d. Knowledge of aeronautical information services,

including the Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) 

and NOTAMs
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□ Examination Eligibility (Experience)   

   ¡ Eligible Experience for Aviation Personnel 

     · License

License Category Eligibility Requirements

Airline Transport 

Pilot 

(Airplane)

Must meet all the following requirements as an aeroplane pilot and have at 

least 1,500 hours of total flight experience :

- Must hold a Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL) or Multi-crew Pilot (Co-pilot) 

Licence with an Instrument Rating (IR) (including foreign equivalents) 

- Simulator (FSTD) Credit: Flight training using a Flight Simulation Training 

Device (FSTD) approved by the Regional Aviation Administration can be 

credited toward the total 1,500 hours up to 100 hours: 

· Full Flight Simulator (FFS) : Up to 100 hours

· Flight Training Device (FTD) : Up to 25 hours 

· Basic Instrument Flight Trainer (BITD) : Up to 5 hours

Note: The sum of credited FTD and BITD hours cannot exceed 25 hours

- Category Credit : Flight experience in other aircraft categories is recognized 

up to 1/3 of that flight time or 200 hours, whichever is less. Detailed 

Experience Breakdown (Must satisfy all of the following) : 

1) PIC / PICUS Experience : At least 500 hours of flight time performing the 

duties of Pilot-in-Command (PIC) under the supervision of a PIC (PICUS), OR 

at least 250 hours as PIC, OR if the applicant has flown as PIC for at least 

70 hours, a combination where the PICUS time is at least equal to the 

difference between 500 hours and twice the actual PIC flight time.

2) Cross-Country Experience: At least 200 hours of cross-country flight time, 

which must include at least 100 hours as PIC or performing PIC duties  under 

PIC supervision (PICUS).

3) Instrument Experience: At least 75 hours of instrument flight time as PIC or 

co-pilot (up to 30 hours of instrument time using an approved FSTD can be 

recognized).

4) Night Experience : At least 100 hours of night flight time as PIC or 

co-pilot

Airline Transport 

Pilot 

(Helicopter)

Must meet all the following requirements as a helicopter pilot and have at 

least 1,000 hours of total flight experience :

- Must hold a Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL) (including foreign equivalents) 

- Simulator (FSTD) Credit : Up to 100 hours of flight training time using an 

RAA-approved FSTD can be credited

· FFS max 100 hours

· FTD max 25 hours

· BITD max 5 hours ; FTD + BITD combined max 25 hours)

- Category Credit : Flight experience in other aircraft categories is recognized 

up to 1/3 of that flight time or 200 hours, whichever is less. Detailed 

Experience Breakdown (Must satisfy all of the following) : 

1) PIC / PICUS Experience : At least 250 hours of flight experience as PIC, 

OR a total of at least 250 hours combining at least 70 hours as PIC and 

flight experience performing PIC duties under PIC supervision (PICUS).

2) Cross-Country Experience : At least 200 hours of cross-country flight time, 

which must include at least 100 hours as PIC or performing PIC duties under 

PIC supervision (PICUS).

3) Instrument Experience : At least 30 hours of instrument flight time as PIC 

or co-pilot (up to 10 hours of instrument time using an approved FSTD can 
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be recognized).

4) Night Experience : At least 50 hours of night flight time as PIC or co-pilot.

Commercial Pilot 

(Airplane)

Must hold an aeroplane Private Pilot Licence (PPL) (including foreign 

equivalents) and have at least 200 hours (or 150 hours if the applicant has 

successfully completed an approved training course from an Approved 

Training Organization (ATO) designated by the Minister of Land, Infrastructure 

and Transport (MOLIT)) of total flight experience :

- Simulator (FSTD) Credit : Up to 20 hours of flight training using an 

RAA-approved FSTD can be credited

· FFS or FTD up to 20 hours

· BITD up to 5 hours

- Category Credit : Flight experience in other aircraft categories is recognized 

up to 1/3 of that flight time or 50 hours, whichever is less.

Detailed Experience Breakdown (Must satisfy all of the following) :

1) PIC Experience: At least 100 hours(or 70 hours if completed an approved 

course from a designated ATO) as PIC.

2) Cross-Country Experience: At least 20 hours of cross-country flight time 

as PIC, including at least one cross-country flight of at least 540km (300 NM) 

with full-stop landings at two or more different aerodromes.

3) Instrument Experience : At least 10 hours of instrument flight training (up 

to 5 hours of instrument time using an approved FSTD can be included).

4) Night Experience : At least 5 hours of night flight time as PIC, including at 

least 5 take-offs and 5 landings.

Commercial Pilot 

(Helicopter)

Must hold a helicopter Private Pilot Licence (PPL) (including foreign 

equivalents) and have at least 150 hours(or 100 hours if the applicant has 

successfully completed an approved training course from an ATO designated 

by MOLIT) of total flight experience :

- Simulator (FSTD) Credit : Up to 20 hours of flight training using an 

RAA-approved FSTD can be credited

· FFS or FTD up to 20 hours

· BITD up to 5 hours

- Category Credit : Flight experience in other aircraft categories is recognized 

up to 1/3 of that flight time or 50 hours, whichever is less. Detailed 

Experience Breakdown (Must satisfy all of the following) :

1) PIC Experience : At least 35 hours of flight experience as PIC.

2) Cross-Country Experience : At least 10 hours of cross-country flight time 

as PIC, including at least one cross-country flight of at least 300km with 

landings at two different points.

3) Instrument Experience: At least 10 hours of instrument flight time as PIC or 

co-pilot (up to 5 hours of instrument time using an approved FSTD can be 

included).

4) Night Experience : At least 5 hours of night flight time as PIC, including at 

least 5 take-offs and 5 landings.

Private Pilot 

(Airplane,

Helicopter)

Must have a total of at least 40 hours (or 35 hours if completed an approved 

course from MOLIT-designated ATO) of flight experience (including pilot 

licences issued by foreign governments) :

- Simulator (FSTD) Credit : Up to 5 hours of flight training time using an 

RAA-approved FSTD can be credited.

- Category / Light Aircraft Credit : Flight experience in other aircraft 

categories or in light aircraft (note: control-type light aeroplanes apply to 

aeroplane category only, and light helicopters apply to helicopter category 

only) is recognized up to 1/3 of that experience or 10 hours, whichever is 

less. Detailed Experience Breakdown (Must satisfy the specific category 
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requirement) :

1) Aeroplane Category : At least 10 hours of solo flight time, including at 

least 5 hours of solo cross-country flight time. The cross-country flight must 

total at least 270 km and include take-offs and full-stop landings at two 

different aerodromes. 

2) Helicopter Category : At least10 hours of solo flight time, including at least 

5 hours of solo cross-country flight time. The cross-country flight must total 

at least 180 km from the departure point and include landings at two different 

points.

Flight Navigator

Must satisfy all of the following requirements :

1) Flight Experience : At least 200 hours of flight experience acceptable to 

the RAA in aircraft engaged in cross-country flights (if the applicant has flight 

experience as a pilot in commercial air transport, up to 100 hours of that 

flight time is recognized), including at least 30 hours of night flight.

2) Position Fixing : Must have determined the aircraft's position in flight and 

applied it to navigation at least 25 times at night by celestial observations, 

and at least 25 times during the day by using radio position lines, celestial 

lines, or other navigation references. 

3) Training: Completed an approved training course for flight navigators at a 

MOLIT-designated ATO.

Flight Engineer

Must satisfy one of the following requirements :

1) At least 200 hours of flight experience as pilot of transport aircraft 

(including military aircraft with two or more engines) AND completed at least 

100 hours of practical flight engineer training on aircraft requiring a flight 

engineer (up to 50 hours of instrument flight training using an RAA-approved 

FSTD can be credited).

2) Completed an approved training course for flight engineers at a 

MOLIT-designated ATO.

3) Holds a Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL) and an Instrument Rating (IR), and 

completed at least 5 hours of practical training in flight engineer duties.

Student Air Traffic 

Controller

(Non-ICAO License)

Must satisfy one of the following requirements :

1) Completed an approved training course for air traffic control at a 

MOLIT-designated ATO (including foreign ATOs recognized by their respective 

governments).

2) Holds an Air Traffic Controller Licence issued by a foreign government.

Air Traffic 

Controller

(ICAO License)

Must satisfy all of the following requirements :

1) Holds an Air Traffic Controller Licence.

2) Within 6 months since receiving a certificate of completion for a air traffic 

control training course conducted by an ATO under Article 48(1) or by MOLIT 

under Article 83(4).

3) Completed at least 3 months of experience in air traffic control services 

under the supervision of a Air Traffic Controller at an air traffic control facility 

(including experience obtained under sub-paragraph 2))

Aircraft Maintenance 

Mechanic

1) For Aircraft Type Limitation(Airplane, Helicopter) : Must satisfy one of the 

following :

- At least 4 years of aircraft maintenance experience, which must include at 

least 6 months of maintenance experience in the specific aircraft type applied 

for (or experience in glider maintenance and modification if the applied 

category is a glider).

- Completed all subjects covering the scope of the Aircraft Maintenance 

License written exam at a university or junior college under the Higher 

Education Act (including equivalent institutions under other acts) or an 

academic credit bank system under the Act on Credit Recognition, AND 
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     · Ratings

completed 6 or more months of practical maintenance experience after the 

course, OR 1 or more years of practical maintenance experience prior to the 

course, on aircraft of equivalent or higher level.

- Completed an approved training course for the specific aircraft type at an 

ATO designated by MOLIT (including foreign ATOs recognized by their 

respective governments). 

(Note : Those completing a course for aeroplanes or helicopters are 

recognized as completing the course for light aeroplanes or light helicopters, 

respectively).

- Holds a type limitation license issued by a foreign government for the 

specific aircraft type.

2) For Maintenance Field Limitation(Avionics) : Must satisfy one of the 

following :

- At least 4 years of practical maintenance experience in aircraft electrical, 

electronic, and instrument systems.

- Completed an approved training course for aircraft electrical, electronic, and 

instrument maintenance at MOLIT-designated ATO, with at least 2 years of 

practical maintenance experience in those fields.

Flight Dispatcher

Must satisfy one of the following requirements :

1) At least 2 years of experience (or a combination of the following 

experiences totaling at least 2 years) in the operations of aircraft used in air 

transport or aerial work, strictly within organizations whose primary business is 

aircraft operations : 

· PIC or flight crew experience

· Air traffic control experience after obtaining an Air Traffic Controller Licence 

· Experience in meteorological services

2) Completed all subjects covering the scope of the Flight Operations Officer 

written exam at a higher education institution (junior college or above) under 

the Higher Education Act, and has at least 3 months of flight dispatch 

experience (including practical training)

3) Completed an approved training course for flight operations officers at a 

MOLIT-designated ATO (including foreign ATOs recognized by their respective 

governments)

4) Completed a flight operations training course at an air carrier, and has 

assisted in flight dispatch under the supervision of a licensed Flight 

Operations Officer at an air carrier for at least 90 working days within the 6 

months immediately preceding the application date

5) Holds a Flight Operations Officer Licence issued by a foreign government 

6) Holds an Air Traffic Controller Licence or Private Pilot Licence (PPL) or 

higher grade, and has at least 2 years of experience in aeronautical 

information services (AIS)

License Rating Eligibility Requirements

Pilot 

Category
Must meet the flight experience requirements for the license 

category applied for

Class
At least 10 hours of flight time in the specific category and class 

of aircraft

Type
Must satisfy one of the following :

1) Completed specialized training conducted by an ATO under 
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Article 89(2) (including foreign ATOs), or training conducted by the 

aircraft manufacturer under Article 89(4)

2) Completed ground school conducted by an air carrier, aerial 

work operator, or aircraft manufacturer as specified in the 

operations manual under Article 266, OR completed internal ground 

school as a pilot of an aircraft operated for private use, AND 

meets one of the following :

· Aeroplanes : At least 20 hours (at least 16 hours for reciprocating 

engine aeroplanes) of FSTD training AND at least 2 hours of flight 

training.

(Note: If FSTD is not used, 1 hour of actual flight trainingcan be 

recognized as4 hours of FSTD training).

· Helicopters : At least 15 hours of FSTD training AND at least 5 

hours of flight training. 

(Note: If FSTD is not used,1 hour of actual flight training can be 

recognized as 4 hours of FSTD training).

3) At least 200 hours of flight time as PIC (or flight engineer flight 

time for flight engineers) on the specific aircraft type in the 

military, police, or customs.

4) Completed a training course [ground school and flight training 

(including practical training)] approved by MOLIT at a government 

agency, local government, or National Park Service that owns state 

aircraft under Article 2(4).

Pilot 

Flight Instructor

(Junior)

1) At least 200 hours of flight experience in the specific aircraft 

category (excluding gliders).

2) After obtaining an ATPL or CPL, completed one of the following 

training courses : Specialized flight instructor training conducted by 

an ATO under Article 89(2) (including foreign ATOs), or by the 

aircraft manufacturer under Article 89(4). The following training 

from a flight instructor :

- Ground school : A course recognized by MOLIT or the RAA as 

equivalent to the ground education of an ATO.

- Flight training: At least 25 hours of dual flight training with a 

person who holds a flight instructor certificate and has the flight 

experience specified in Article 125.

3) Holds an Instrument Rating (IR) (applicable only when applying 

for Aeroplane or Helicopter basic flight instructor).

Flight Instructor

(Senior)

Must hold a Basic Flight Instructor certificate in the specific 

aircraft category, and have at least 500 hours of total flight 

experience as a pilot, including at least 275 hours of flight 

instruction experience.

Instrument

Must satisfy all of the following :

1) Holds an ATPL, CPL, or PPL for aeroplanes or helicopters.

2) At least 50 hours of cross-country flight time as PIC of 

aeroplanes or helicopters, which must include at least 10 hours of 

cross-country flight time on the specific category of aircraft 

applied for.

3) Completed specialized instrument rating training conducted by an 

ATO under Article 89(2) (including foreign ATOs) or by the aircraft 

manufacturer under Article 89(4), OR completed the following 

instrument training:

- Ground school: A course on instrument flight recognized by MOLIT 

or the RAA as equivalent to the ground education of an ATO.

- Flight training: At least 40 hours of instrument flight training. 

This can include up to 20 hours of instrument flight training (max 

20 hours for FFS/FTD, max 5 hours for BITD) conducted by an 



- 14 -

authorized flight instructor using an FSTD approved by the RAA.

Aircraft 

Maintenance 

Mechanic

Avionics

At least 2 years of practical maintenance experience in aircraft 

electrical, electronic, and instrument systems from the date of 

obtaining the Aircraft Maintenance License. 

Air Traffic 

Controller

(ICAO License)

Ratings

(Facility-specific)

Must satisfy both of the following requirements :

1) Must meet the requirements for Specialized Air Traffic 

Controller (Aviation Personnel, Sub-paragraph and of the experience 

requirements table).

2) Must have completed at least the following service experience 

under the supervision of a Specialized / Rated Air Traffic 

Controller at the specific air traffic control facility matching the 

rating applied for : Note on credit reductions : This experience can 

be reduced by up to 50% for those who currently hold or have 

held a rating of the same type and method, and by up to 20% for 

those who currently hold or have held a rating of a different type 

and method.

· Aerodrome Control Rating : At least 1 month of service performing 

aerodrome control, with at least 90 service hours. 

· Surveillance Approach Control Rating : At least 3 months of service 

performing surveillance approach control, with at least 180 service 

hours.

· Surveillance Area Control Rating : At least 3 months of service performing 

surveillance area control, with at least 180 service hours.
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   ¡  Documents Required for Examination Eligibility

1. Pilot (Airline Transport, Commercial, Private, Instrument Rating,  Flight Instructor Rating, and 

Type Rating)

Eligibility Criteria Required Documents

Applicants with flight 

experience
 - One copy of a Certificate of Flight Experience

Applicants who have 

completed training at an 

Approved Training 

Organization (ATO)

 - One copy of a Certificate of Flight Experience

 - One copy of a Certificate of Completion from an ATO

Applicants holding a 

foreign pilot license

 - One copy of the foreign pilot license

 - One copy of a Certificate of Flight Experience or a pilot logbook from 

the relevant country

Applicants for Instrument 

Rating, Flight Instructor 

Rating, or a Type Rating

 - One copy of a Certificate of Flight Experience

 - One copy of a Certificate of Completion from an ATO (applicable only to 

applicants who completed training at an ATO)

 - One copy of a Certificate of Completion of Ground Training (applicable 

only to applicants who received ground training)

2. Student Air Traffic Controller

Eligibility Criteria Required Documents

Applicants who have 

completed training at an 

Approved Training 

Organization (ATO)

 - One copy of a Certificate of Completion from an ATO

Applicants holding a 

foreign air traffic 

controller license

 - One copy of the foreign air traffic controller license

3. Air Traffic Controller (including ratings)

Eligibility Criteria Required Documents

Applicants who have 

completed either an ATO 

course or an air traffic 

controller training course

- One copy of a Certificate of Completion from an ATO or a document 

certifying completion of an air traffic controller training course

- One copy of an Experience Verification Form
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4. Aircraft Maintenance Mechanic (including ratings)

Eligibility Criteria Required Documents

Applicants with aircraft 

maintenance work 

experience

 - One copy of an Experience Verification Form

 - One copy of a National Technical Qualification Certificate (applicable only 

to applicants holding an aviation-related national technical qualification at 

the Industrial Engineer level or higher)

Applicants who have 

completed a relevant 

university or college 

program

 - One copy of an academic transcript issued by a university, junior 

college, or the National Institute for Lifelong Education

 - One copy of an Experience Verification Form (applicable only to 

applicants with relevant work experience)

Applicants who have 

completed training at an 

ATO

 - One copy of a Certificate of Completion from an ATO

Applicants holding a 

foreign aircraft 

maintenance personnel 

license

- One copy of the foreign aircraft maintenance personnel license

5. Flight Dispatcher

Eligibility Criteria Required Documents

Applicants with flight 

dispatch work experience
 - One copy of an Experience Verification Form

Applicants holding a

Airtraffic controller
 - One copy of an Experience Verification Form

Applicants who have 

completed a relevant 

university or college 

program

 - One copy of an academic transcript issued by a university or college

 - One copy of an Experience Verification Form (applicable only to 

applicants with relevant work experience)

 - One copy of a Flight Dispatch Practical Training Verification Form 

(applicable only to applicants who completed flight dispatch practical 

training at an educational institution)

Applicants who have 

completed training at an 

ATO

 - One copy of a Certificate of Completion from an ATO

Applicants with 

experience assisting in 

flight dispatch operations

 - One copy of an Experience Verification Form

Applicants holding a 

foreign flight dispatcher 

certificate

 - One copy of the foreign flight dispatcher certificate

Applicants with work 

experience in flight 

operations information 

services

 - One copy of an Experience Verification Form
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6. Flight Navigator

Eligibility Criteria Required Documents

Applicants with flight 

experience
 - One copy of a Certificate of Flight Experience

Applicants who have 

completed practical 

navigation training

 - One copy of a Certificate of Practical Navigation Training

Applicants who have 

completed training at an 

ATO

 - One copy of a Certificate of Completion from an ATO

7. Flight Engineers

Eligibility Criteria Required Documents

Applicants with flight 

experience
 - One copy of a Certificate of Flight Experience

Applicants who have 

completed training at an 

ATO

 - One copy of a Certificate of Completion from an ATO

Applicants who have 

completed practical flight 

engineer training

 - One copy of a Certificate of Practical Flight Engineer Training

8. Pilots of Light Sport Aircraft

Eligibility Criteria Required Documents

Applicants with flight 

experience
 - One copy of a Certificate of Flight Experience

Applicants who have 

completed training at an ATO

 - One copy of a Certificate of Flight Experience

 - One copy of a Certificate of Completion from an ATO

Applicants for Flight Instructor 

Rating

 - One copy of a Certificate of Flight Experience (applicable only to 

applicants with flight experience in light sport aircraft)

 - One copy of a foreign license showing a Light Sport Aircraft flight 

training certificate (applicable only to applicants who obtained light 

sport aircraft  flight training certificate in a foreign country)

 - One copy of a Certificate of Completion from an ATO (applicable 

only to applicants who have completed training at an ATO)

 - One copy of a Certificate of Completion of Ground Training 

(applicable only to applicants who have completed ground training)



- 18 -

 Notes

1. The following documents shall be prepared using the prescribed forms:

  a. Certificate of Flight Experience:

      Attached Form No. 36 of the Enforcement Rule of the Aviation Safety Act

  b. Experience Verification Form:

      Attached Form No. 1 of the Examination Guidelines

  c. Certificate of Completion from an ATO:

      Attached Form No. 1 of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport Notice,

      “Standards for Designation of Approved Training Organizations for Aviation Personnel”

2. In addition to the documents submitted to establish examination eligibility, any documents required for 

full or partial exemption from the Knowledge Test or Skill Test under Articles 88 and 89 of the 

Enforcement Rule shall also be submitted.

3. A person who has obtained a rating from a foreign government means a person who has obtained 

such rating from a Contracting State to the Convention on International Civil Aviation.

4. A person who has completed specialized training at a foreign ATO means a person who has 

completed theoretical and practical training under a training program recognized by a Contracting State 

to the Convention on International Civil Aviation. If such person wishes to be exempted from the 

practical test, training records and assessment results shall be submitted.
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□ Skill Test : Please refer to the applicable Practical Test Standards (PTS).

https://lic.kotsa.or.kr/tsportal/board/view.do?menu_idx=58&manage_idx=18&board_idx=102&viewPage=2

□ Issuance of License

   ¡ Documents Required for a License Application

      - (Required) ID photograph, Medical Assessment (applicable only to pilots 

and air traffic controllers)

      - (Additional) English Proficiency Certificate

   ¡ How to Apply for a License

      - Fee: KRW 11,000 (including VAT)

      - Application Period: After the announcement of the final results

        (Online: available 24 hours a day, In person: during business hours)

      - Issuance Restriction: When converting a foreign license, issuance is restricted 

until the validity of the license has been verified by the relevant foreign 

authority.

      - Where to Apply : 

        · Online: Aviation Qualifications page on the TS National Qualification

          Examination website 

        · In Person: Personnel Licensing Office

          (Weekdays, 09:00-18:00)

         * Address: 3rd Floor, Sangam Vehicle Inspection Center, 15 Guryong-gil, 

Mapo-gu, Seoul(1733 Sangam-dong)

      - Payment Methods: Online (Credit card or bank transfer), In person (Credit 

card or cash)

      - Processing Time: Online (2 to 3 days), In person (10 to 20 minutes)

      - Application Cancellation: Online cancellation is not available.

        (To cancel by telephone, contact the license issuance officer

        at 02-3151-1500)

      - Responsibility: KOTSA is responsible for issuing the license. The applicant 

is responsible for submitting the application, postal delivery, collection by a 

representative, and confirmation of receipt.

      - Issuance Procedure:

        (Applicant) Submit a license application (license details, personal 

information, delivery address, English proficiency rating, etc.) →

        (Applicant) Upload scanned copies of the required documents (photograph, 

        Medical Assessment, etc.) → (KOTSA) Review the application list and issue 

        the license → (KOTSA) Send the license by registered mail → (Post Office) 

        Deliver the registered mail → (Applicant) Receive the license and check it 

        for any errors or irregularities
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□ Conversion

   ¡ Procedure for Converting a Foreign License to a Korean License

      (In-Person Visit Required)

     - Definition: The procedure for converting a foreign license to a Korean 

license or adding a rating obtained abroad to a Korean license.

     - Website Registration: Applicants with a Korean resident registration number 

or a foreign residence card may register on and use the website.

        * Applicants who are unable to register on the website must visit the 

Personnel Licensing Office in person for all applications and related services.

        * Address: 3rd Floor, Sangam Vehicle Inspection Center, 15 Guryong-gil, 

Mapo-gu, Seoul (1733 Sangam-dong)

     - Required Documents: Original foreign license (a temporary license be 

accepted to establish examination eligibility), original pilot logbook, Medical 

Assessment, identification, and all other qualification-related supporting 

documents

      - Document Submission: Visit the Personnel Licensing Office and submit the

        documents in person.

      - Conversion Procedure:

        (Applicant) Register for the Knowledge Test online → (Applicant) Take the 

Knowledge Test at the Seoul Test Center → (KOTSA) Review the 

examination eligibility and exemption requirements → (KOTSA) Process the 

examination eligibility (approved or rejected) → (KOTSA) Send an email to 

the relevant foreign authority to verify the validity of the foreign license 

(licenses issued in the United States are verified online) → (Applicant) 

Register for the Skill Test online → (Applicant) Take the Skill Test at the 

designated test site → (Applicant) Apply remotely for an exemption when 

adding a rating → (KOTSA) Grant the exemption after verifying the validity 

of the foreign license → (Applicant) Apply for issuance of the Korean 

license

   ¡ Knowledge and Skill Tests: The requirements are the same as those 

applicable to applicants obtaining a Korean license.

      * Of the Knowledge Test subjects, Air law can be taken in English

     ** Both the Knowledge Test and Skill Test for a Type Rating may be taken

        in English.
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□ Validation

   ¡ Cases for Validation

      - Instructor or operations personnel who will conduct test flights or training 

when a new type of aircraft or equipment is introduced

      - Persons who intend to receive education or training using aircraft or 

equipment registered in the Republic of Korea

      - Pilots ferrying an aircraft registered in the Republic of Korea, internationally 

or domestically and without carrying passengers or cargo, in connection 

with its export or import

      * According to Korea Aviation Safety Laws, except for the three cases, 

validation is not possible.

  

   ¡ Documents Required for Validation

      - One copy of the foreign license

      - One copy of a document verifying the applicant's identity, such as a passport

      - One copy of a document verifying the validity of the foreign license

      - One copy of the Medical Assessment

      - One copy of a Certificate of Flight Experience or pilot logbook (if applicable)

      - One copy of documents relating to the Instrument Rating or other ratings 

(if applicable)

   ¡ Validation Procedure

      (Applicant) Submit an Application for Validation of a Foreign License →

(Applicant) Submit the required documents (identification, copy of the foreign 

license, etc.) → (KOTSA) Confirm the purpose of the application → (KOTSA) 

Review the submitted document → (KOTSA) Verify the validity of the foreign 

license → (KOTSA) Issue a Foreign License Validation Certificate → (KOTSA) 

Send the certificate by registered mail → (Post Office) Deliver the registered 

mail → (Applicant) Receive the certificate and check it for any errors
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Form 1   Sample of a License
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Form 2   Foreign License Validation Application Form and Certificate

           ■ 항공종사자 자격증명 시험요령 [별지 제1호서식]

외국 자격증명 인정 신청서

(Foreign Licence Validation Certificate Application)

처리기간

5일

□ 발급 (Issue) □ 유효기간 연장 (Renewal) □ 재발급(Re-issue)

1. 성명(Name in full) 2.생년월일

 (Date of  birth)

3. 출생지(도시, 국가)

〔Place of birth city, 

  Country)

4. 주소(Address) 5.국적(Nationality) 6.성별(Sex)

 □ 남(M)     

 □ 여(F)

7. 한국 자격증명을 

취득하거나 취득한 적이 

있습니까?(Do you hold 

or have ever held a 

Korean license?)

  □ 예(Yes)

  □ 아니오(No)

8. 있다면 그 자격이 

취소 또는 정지

된 적이 있습니까?

(If yes, has license

ever been suspended 

or revoked?)

 □ 예(Yes)

 □ 아니오(No)

9. 자격증명 종류

   (Title of license)

11. 발행년월일

  (Date of issue)

10. 자격증명 번호

  (Number of licence)

12.항공신체검사증명서가 

있습니까?(Do you hold a 

medical certificate?)

1 3 . 신체검사증명 

종류(Class of 

Certificate)

14. 발행년월일(Date of issue)

15. 유효기간(Expiry Date)

16. 항공전문의사 이름

 (Name of 

Designated Medical 

Examiner)

1 7 . 항 공 영 어 증 명 이 

있습니까?(Do you hold a 

language proficiency 

requirement?)

 □ 예(Yes)     

 □ 아니오(No)

18.영어증명 등급

(Levels of English

language 

proficiency) 

19.유효기간(Expiry Date) 20.발행국

(Issuing State)

년     월     일(Date) :     .     .     .

성명(Name)_____________________________서명(Signature)

한 국 교 통 안 전 공 단   이  사  장   귀  하

Chairman of Korea Transportation Safety Authority

Republic of Korea
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           ■ 항공종사자 자격증명 시험요령 [별지 제2호서식]

외국 자격증명 인정서

(FOREIGN LICENCE VALIDATION CERTIFICATE)

Ⅰ.국가명(Name of State) Ⅱ. 자격증명 종류(Title of 

License)

Ⅲ. 발급번호(Serial Number of 

Validation Certificate)

Ⅳ. 성명(Name) Ⅳ. 생년월일(Date 

of Birth)

Ⅴ.주소(Address) Ⅵ . 

국적(Nationality)

Ⅶ. 서명(Signature) Ⅷ. 발행기관(Authority) Ⅹ. 발급자 서명(Signature of 

Officer)

Ⅺ. 발급기관 확인

   (Seal or Stamp of issuing 

Authority)

Ⅻ. 한정사항(Ratings) ⅩⅢ . 유효기간(Expiry Date)


